
Volunteer Study Block 

 

We will hold a focus group to discuss sample data from field cases and determine how test data 

is handled and scored. This group will focus on evaluating guidelines, policies, and rules for 

scoring timeliness of response and artifacts, estimating data quality, and handling unstable test 

data to provide guidance for field examiners. Additionally, recent research on screening tests 

will be provided and discussed with participants. 

 

Pre-registration is required!  

Please email  jpoburke@thepolygraphinstitute.com   
 

• The focus group will be limited to 25 participants.  

• Volunteer participants should be examiners, mentors, school instructors, and/or school 

directors with experience in test data analysis.  

• Volunteer participants should have at least 3 years of polygraph experience and conduct 

or score at least 50 exams per year.  

 

In addition to receiving 2.5 hours of training, there will be door prizes and giveaways for those 

who donate their time.  

 

 

J. Patrick O’Burke is the school director for the Polygraph Institute in San Antonio, Texas.  Mr. 

O’Burke has been a polygraph examiner for more than 40 years and has conducted thousands of 

criminal and screening polygraph examinations during his career. Mr. O’Burke is honorably 

retired from the Texas Department of Public Safety as a Commander in Criminal Law 

Enforcement. He is a Past President of the American Polygraph Association and is a member of 

numerous professional associations. He is also a full member of the American Academy of 

Forensic Science.  Mr. O’Burke has a Master of Criminology and Criminal Justice.  
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